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While he was speaking Mr. Joyce hurriedly entered.
He had been absent during the discussion, and had only
just heard of my intention of going by land. He came
to ask my permission to accompany me.
' We have shared/ he said,' so many dangers together
that I should not like you to face this one alone.'
I was only too glad of his companionship. I had the
utmost reliance on his courage and presence of mind, and
he spoke the language and understood the natives far
better than I did. Mr. Joyce then proceeded to follow
my example, and to put on the native dress which he
also had by him. We then put on our arms, tied long
purses full of rupees round our waists, and put some
biscuits in our pockets. Our toilets being now completed,
I tested our disguise by sending for our companions.
We were so well got up that, till we spoke, they did not
recognise us.
Two hours had passed in preparations and delibera-
tions ; the boat.was ready below, my horses and escort
were waiting outside at the gate. It was high time we
were leaving, but the Seths had promised me some
additional men and also spare riding horses, in case ours
.should knock up, and these had not yet arrived. I was
thinking of starting without them, when the Seths re-
turned to wish me good-bye. They applauded my
determination to go by land, promised to send for the
horses and men immediately, and took their leave with
many invocations to the Almighty for my safety. I
noticed that both the brothers were much agitated, the
younger Seth especially. At times he could hardly speak
for trembling. His agitation struck me as singular, but
I was too much occupied about my own departure to give
it much attention.
The horses and escort still did not come.   I sent